
             EAST HEMPFIELD TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MINUTES

DATE AND TIME: August 5, 2020 7:09 p.m.

ATTENDANCE: Board Members: Thomas A. Bennett
G. Edward LeFevre
Andrew C. Weaver
W. Scott Wiglesworth

Manager: Cindy A. Schweitzer
Director of Planning & Development: Jon E. Beck
Director of Public Works: Perry T. Madonna
Police: Stephen A. Skiles
Attorney: Susan P. Peipher
Engineer: Scott H. Hain
Emergency Services Coordinator: Diane E. Garber

ABSENT: H. Scott Russell

The Board of Supervisors held an in-person and virtual public meeting using Zoom.  The in-person
meeting was held at the East Hempfield Township Municipal Building, 1700 Nissley Road
Landisville.  The meeting was advertised and the public was permitted to attend in-person or
remotely via Zoom (video and audio) along with instructions on how to do so.

Board Members Tom Bennett and Scott Wiglesworth; Township Manager Cindy Schweitzer;
Director of Planning & Development Jon Beck; and Solicitor Susan Peipher were physically
present for the meeting.  Board member G. Edward LeFevre began the meeting remotely and later
arrived at the Township Building to participate in-person.  Board Member Andy Weaver; Director
of Public Works Perry Madonna; Police Chief Stephen Skiles; Twp. Engineer Scott Hain and ESC
Diane Garber attended remotely.  
 
Vice-Chairman W. Scott Wiglesworth apologized for the delay, which was due to an Executive
Session held prior to the meeting to consult with Solicitor Peipher on a legal matter (6:30pm – 7:05
pm).  He then called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m., followed by a moment of silence and the
Pledge of Allegiance.  After commenting on the unprecedented challenges experienced in dealing
with the Global Pandemic, Mr. Wiglesworth reviewed the rules and procedures currently applying
to public meetings. All Zoom microphones will be muted except for the host computer and all
voting will be done by roll call vote taken by the manager. Mrs. Diane Garber will be managing the
Zoom Site.  Any resident comments received ahead of the meeting will be read during public
comment.  Any resident wishing to comment during the meeting was requested to advise the
meeting host to be recognized.

Consent Agenda
a) Lime Spring Village (Marietta Avenue) – time extension request
b) Approval to pay invoices from all funds covering 7/18/20 – 8/7/20 & totaling $732,215.70
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c) Approval of minutes: July 15, 2020 and July 23, 2020

Motion was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. Weaver to approve Consent Agenda
Items (a) through (c).  The following roll call vote was taken by the Township Manager:  Mr.
Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion
unanimously passed (4-0).

Action items
a) Development Services:

 701   Stony   Battery   Road – conditional use decision.  Vice-Chair Scott Wiglesworth opened
discussion and Solicitor Peipher began with introductory remarks relating to the Conditional
Use Public Hearing held July 23, 2020 and the Board’s decision to close the hearing and
table action on the Conditional Use Application.     Mr. Bennett stated he appreciates the
applicants coming here and doing business with the Township.  He is pleased they are
willing to do a post traffic study and is hoping they will work with the township in
mitigating truck traffic.  He expressed two concerns:  (1) P.M. Peak Hour traffic mitigation
and (2) managing warehouse tenants and sign restrictions out of the site.  Mr. LeFevre
echoed Mr. Bennett’s comments.  He also has concern about southbound truck traffic on
Stony Battery Road and fears the truck drivers will ignore the turn restriction and still go
north and the township cannot control that.  He agrees with a post project after-start-up
traffic study.  Mr. Wiglesworth read Mr. Russell’s emailed message regarding conditional
use and, if he were present, his vote would be ‘aye’ to approve with conditions presented
and discussed in the public hearing and heard by all present. The applicants confirmed
acceptance of the conditions as presented plus the inclusion of PM peak hour truck traffic to
the post-development study.

Motion was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. LeFevre to grant the conditional
use application for 701 Stony Battery Road based on the testimony provided, conditions as
outlined in the draft decision prepared by Solicitor Peipher for the Board’s consideration,
and the inclusion of adding the PM peak hour truck traffic to the post-development traffic
study.  The following roll call vote was taken by the Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett –
aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion
unanimously passed (4-0). 

 791   Stony   Battery   Road – conditional use decision.  Vice-Chair Scott Wiglesworth opened
for discussion and Solicitor Peipher stated her introductory remarks would be the same as
those offered for 701 Stony Battery Road.  The applicants confirmed acceptance of the
conditions as presented plus the inclusion of PM peak hour truck traffic to the post-
development study. 

Motion   was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. LeFevre to grant the conditional
use application for 791 Stony Battery Road based on the testimony provided, conditions as
outlined in the draft decision prepared by Solicitor Susan Peipher for the Board’s
consideration, and the inclusion of adding the PM peak hour truck traffic to the post-
development traffic study.  The following roll call vote was taken by the Township
Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth –
aye.  The motion unanimously passed (4-0). 
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 Community   Fellowship   Church   (200   Bethel   Drive) – modifications and final plan.  David
Christian, President, DCA, was present remotely on behalf of the applicant. Jack Risser,
Community Fellowship Church, was also present remotely.  Mr. Beck informed that the
modification requests are due to changes in the size of the building.  He reported the
requests have been reviewed by the East Hempfield Township Planning Commission with a
recommendation in support of the project.  The following actions were taken:

o Modifications - Motion was made by Mr. Weaver and second by Mr. Wiglesworth to
approve modification requests #1 and #2 for the Community Fellowship Church
Revised Final Land Development Plan, Township File #06-122.06, subject to staff and
engineer comments.  The following roll call vote was taken by the Township Manager:
Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion carried (3-0-
1) with Mr. LeFevre abstaining due to technical difficulties with his microphone.

o Final Plan – Motion was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. Weaver to approve
the Community Fellowship Church Revised Final Land Development Plan, Township
File #06-122.06, conditioned on resolution of all outstanding staff and engineering
comments, within 90 days of plan approval, unless extended by the Board for cause
shown, or plan approval will be null and void.  The following roll call vote was taken by
the Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr.
Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion carried (4-0).

b) Herr Park, phase 2 grant – based on funding source/park covenant.  Mrs. Schweitzer reviewed
her August 5, 2020 email regarding the township’s grant application submitted to DCNR and
her conversations with their representative attempting to work the project into one of their
funding sources. DCNR requested the township look at an alternate funding source since
Community Park & Rehab money would be tight and the project would be eligible for Land &
Water Conservation Funds-LWCF (Federal Funding source) which is similar in timing to the
DCNR funds but has the added burden of entering into a covenant on the land to assure that it is
forever used for recreational use.  They asked that she define the area excluding the campus, the
A Herr House and any other ares containing easements or restrictions.  Mrs. Schweitzer
included the Deed restriction provision in her email and provided a map to the Board that she
feels might define the proposed deed restricted recreation space but still allow some area should
a future Board desire to add to the campus use.  She also noted that, as part of the process of
looking into a federal funding source, (Land and Water Conservation Funding), she discovered
that a portion of the park was already in the LWCF restricted area as this was used as a funding
source in 1978 to build the existing pavilion/restrooms and parking lot. 

Mr. Russell forwarded redline comments of the A Herr Park Plan requesting they be considered
to reduce the amount of roadway construction and the reasoning behind them.  Mrs. Schweitzer
explained that the grant application has already been submitted and she prefers not to add
confusion by internal design modifications.  She indicated that changes could be made if the
grant is awarded.
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Following discussion, Motion was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. LeFevre to
authorize staff to move forward with the DCNR grant funding under the Land and Water
Conservation Fund and accept the covenanted parkland as a requirement of that grant funding,
as depicted in the map supplied by staff.  The following roll call vote was taken by the
Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr.
Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion passed (4-0).

c) Hempfield Area Fire Services Commission -   Mrs. Schweitzer reported on a good first meeting.
All appointed members were present and there are two issues that need to be considered by the
Board:
1. Agreement   amendment-adding   alternate   for   East   Petersburg   Borough.  East Petersburg was

held to one representative from their Council and there were no provisions should that
person be incapacitated or unavailable. This is important since to establish a quorum both
East Hempfield and East Petersburg have to have one representative present. An addendum
to the agreement is suggested to add the provision and Mrs. Schweitzer presented same for
consideration by the Board.  Mr. Bennett speculated as ‘food for thought’ that it would be
wise to also require that East Hempfield Township have an alternate.  Mr. LeFevre agreed
and added that East Hempfield Township wants to maintain a leadership role in this. Diane
Garber agreed with everything that has been discussed and had no additional comments.  

Motion was made by Mr. LeFevre and seconded by Mr. Bennett to approve the amended
Hempfield Area Fire Services Commission agreement which now provides for an alternate
position for East Petersburg Borough.  The following roll call vote was taken by the
Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr.
Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion passed (4-0).  .

2. Review/comment   on   job   description   for   Chief   Fire   Official.  The Commission has asked all
entities to review the job description and return feedback prior to the next meeting which is
August 13, 2020.  Mrs. Schweitzer reported she and Diane Garber are working on the HR
Package, Wage Analysis and hiring process and asked the Board to concentrate/focus on the
job description and offer any comments.  The consensus of the Board indicated agreement
with the draft job description.  This will be conveyed to the HAFSC, at their next meeting. 

Old Business – None

New Business
 Centerville Road Reimbursement Agreement with PennDOT – 80/20 split for ROW, Utility

relocation and construction.  Mrs. Schweitzer explained that she will be reaching out to
PennDOT with a few additional questions, which is why the agreement is on the agenda for
review, not action.  She then summarized the 90-page Agreement provided to the Board
prior to the meeting and opened discussion.

Manager’s report and Group report outs – Mrs. Schweitzer submitted and reviewed highlights
of her written monthly report.  

o Group Reports
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- Park   and   Recreation – The Group met July 27 and discussed DCNR grant for phase
2 at A Herr Park.  DCNR is encouraging the Township to seek Land & Water
Conservation federal funds which will require the expansion of the covenant on the
recreation land.  A cell tower lease at the Golf Course was discussed and the Board
concurred with having the Township Engineer recommend the best position for
location of a cell tower on the Golf Course. A prospective lease at the Banquet
Center may be on a future agenda pertaining to a liquor license.  In addition, the
group supports an agreement with HARC to manage the Township park facilities
and this will be explored by staff.

- Public   Safety – The Public Safety Group met August 3 and discussed police hiring
and recognitions at the August 19 BOS meeting, COVID funding reimbursement on
the police side, and the township’s registration in the accreditations program.  Also
discussed was the HAFSC meeting and next steps (amendment to agreement, job
description, interview process, HR package), and status of 2020 fire company
funding.  The 911 response mapping has been completed.

Public Comment - None

Good of the Order
o Upcoming Meetings

 The next regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors will be held at 7:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 8/19/2020 at the Township Municipal Building.

Adjournment

Motion was made by Mr. Bennett, seconded by Mr. LeFevre and unanimously approved to adjourn

the meeting at 7:58 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

___________________________________________
Cindy A. Schweitzer, Township Manager/Secretary




